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Southampton Cycling Campaign  
Newsletter 

Nov/Dec 2011 
SUPPORT FOR LINDSI 
 
Many of you will know that Lindsi recently had a serious cycling accident, being unseated 
from her bike by a long length of plastic across Wessex Way in Bournemouth. Lindsi is now 
home and on the way to recovery although she is not yet able to cycle. 
Her friends are letting people know about Lindsi's talents as an illustrator. Lindsi has 
compiled her illustrations in print of "Historic Southampton" into a calendar.  
This is soon to be available through http://www.bitternepark.info/  
Ann MacGillivray - Mob:07747 844038, ann@solutions-southampton.co.uk 
 
Local folk can also buy direct from Dilys in Shirley, Southampton for £9.50:   
Dilys Gartside   023 8077 7472    CycleWise@aol.com  
www.cyclewisesouthampton.co.uk  
 

 
For up to date news on Southampton Cycling Campaign check out the website: 
www.southamptoncyclingcampaign.org.uk  
 
Copy deadline for Feb issue: 17 Jan please. 
Angela 
 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
12th Dec 7.30pm Campaign Meeting, Friends Meeting House, Ordnance Rd 
 
9th Jan 7.30pm Campaign Meeting, Friends Meeting House, Ordnance Rd 
 
13th Feb 7.30pm Campaign Meeting, Friends Meeting House, Ordnance Rd 
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NO ENTRY – EXCEPT CYCLISTS! 
CTC has been campaigning for amendments to the regulations for traffic signs for many 
years. Now, the DfT has announced revised rules, many of which will make cycling easier. At 

long last, local authorities will be able to use an ‘Except cycles’ 
plate underneath a ‘No entry’ sign, permitting easier contraflow 
cycling on quiet one-way streets. The regulations also allow the 
following: trials of cycle use on zebra crossings; advanced green 
signals for cyclists; simplified 20 mph zones; and a rationalising of 
advanced stop lines. They also permit a new ‘shared space’ sign 
but there is no mention of the ‘turn left on red’ idea proposed by 
the Mayor of London. 
Dilys Gartside 
 

At the meeting in August between some Campaign members, Dale Bostock and Transport 
and Environment Cllr Daniel Fitzhenry, the possibility of adding "Except Cycles" to a 
number of signs was discussed.  Cllr Fitzhenry agreed in principle but said nothing could be 
done until DoT amended signage regulations to permit the addition. There are a number of 
two way roads in Southampton which have no entry at one end, but which are useful cycle 
routes, such as Earls Rd in Bevois Valley and Percy Rd in Shirley; hopefully "Except Cycles" 
will soon be added under the "No Entry" signs. There are also instances where "Except 
Cycles" could be added to no right/left turn signs - one we are particularly keen to see 
amended is the no right turn into Khartoum Rd, as Khartoum Rd - Heatherdeane Rd avoids 
traffic lights and cuts out a section of Highfield Lane. 
 
The Campaign wants local cyclists to look out for road signs that restrict the movements a 
cyclist can legally make that would benefit from the addition of "Except Cyclists" -  let us 
know and we will bring them to the attention of Cllr Fitzhenry at our next meeting. 
Lindsi Bluemel 
 

20 MPH IN URBAN AREAS 
The campaign for 20 mph in all residential roads (other than major routes) is continuing to 
gain momentum across the UK with a decision expected imminently from Lancashire County 
Council which would see speed limits reduced across the county (excepting any unitary 
authorities within Lancashire). Professor Danny Dorling of the organisation Roadpeace, 
speaking recently on Radio 4, said that the simplest way to reduce road casualties was to go 
around the country sticking 20 over all the 30 mph signs, a move, he said, which would result 
in higher levels of walking and cycling and an improved quality of life for all.  
 
With Winchester also about to implement a 20 mph within the city, Southampton City 
Council can no longer bury its head in the sand where this issue is concerned. Southampton 
Cycling Campaign will continue to press for lower speed limits, but a coalition representing all 
vulnerable road users would be more effective. More information on the excellent "20's 
plenty for us" website. 
 
Lindsi Bluemel 
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CYCLE ROUTE AT THE VOSPERS SITE 
 
At present the cycle route from Southampton to the Royal Victoria Country Park goes over 
the Itchen Bridge and then along Victoria Road to connect with the shared-use path along 
Weston Shore. The redevelopment of the Vospers site provides an opportunity for a new off-
road section along the waterfront to replace Victoria Road. This, together with the extension 
of the route to bypass Abbey Hill (currently under construction) would give a safe, mostly 
off-road route from the city centre all the way to the country park. Dale Bostock (Cycling 
Officer) has informed us that stage one of the development does not include a cycle route but 
that stage two includes a route through the site.  When Dilys and I spoke to the staff in the 
marketing suite we were told that only part of the scheme (that being constructed now) has 
full planning approval; a huge part of the development, including the notorious three towers, 
has only "outline planning permission" and the plans could change substantially before 
construction starts. If this equates with stage two of the development, it implies that any plans 
for a cycle route could also change.  We hope to be able to provide more information in the 
next newsletter. 
 

ACCESS TO NEW SAINSBURY'S IN PORTSWOOD 
 
Over many years Southampton cyclists have been asking for a route right the way from the 
Highfield Lane/Portswood Road junction to Cobden Bridge. Lanes have been installed from 
Adelaide Road eastwards on St Denys Road and Cobden Bridge and it had been hoped that 
the new store would result in money being available to complete the route westwards to 
Portswood Road, giving safe cycle access to the store. Having consulted with Dale, it seems 
that there is insufficient carriageway width on St Denys Road between the Portswood Road 
and Thomas Lewis Way junctions to permit cycle lanes and that alternative access routes are 
being considered.  Traffic in this area is likely to increase substantially when the store opens 
(and Lidl hopes to build a new store on Portswood Cycles site) so the need for safe cycle 
routes will be even more important. 
 

ORDNANCE SURVEY SITE 
 
The old OS site in Romsey Rd is being redeveloped to include housing, retail and business. 
Road improvements are under way in the vicinity of the site and we have been informed that 
a cycle route will be included linking the site with the new school to be built on Lordswood 
Recreation Gound. The route will be continued beyond the city boundary by Test Valley 
Council.           Lindsi Bluemel 
 
 
 
Found on Spanish Club’s 
Facebook page by John 
Heath 
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ARE YOU A 'SMIDSY' ? 
  
It’s been a busy summer with dozens of adults taking the plunge and learning to ride a bike.  
Southampton Council's Adult Cycle Training Voucher Scheme has been extended in its 
second year to offer anyone aged 16+ who either lives, studies or works within Southampton 
or Eastleigh Boroughs 2 hours of private and personalised cycle skills training with a qualified 
National Standard instructor for just £5.  If further training is needed, follow-on vouchers can 
be bought for £10.  
However, there is still the problem with Mr and Mrs 'Smidsy'.  They live in our 
neighbourhood and pop up when least expected shouting 'SORRY MATE, I DIDNT SEE 
YOU'.   
I met them twice last weekend when cycling out to the New Forest to lead Sky Rides 
organised by British Cycling to encourage folk to try recreational cycling.  It was early on Sat 
and we were taking the cycle lane down Church Street Shirley on our way to Regents Park and 
out through Totton and Netley Marsh to Minstead - a pleasant 50min run - when Mr Smidsy 
comes straight across the giveway junction by Sainsburys without looking left and then 
shouted his name less politely than usual, 'Its oneway lady'.  Well it might be a oneway for 4 
wheel motors but its the cyclists' main contraflow route south.  I guess Mr Smidsy doesn't 
ever cycle so how would he know where cycle lanes are, or maybe he just doesn't care? 
Anyway, I survived that one by skilful emergency stopping only to meet him again the next 
day.  This time he was towing his Eddis caravan along the narrow service road Third Avenue 
in Millbrook, on the wrong side of the road to overtake the unofficial lorry park line and I 
suspect to avoid waiting at traffic lights on the main road. 
Now, I was taught to cycle or drive on the left side of the road and that, if blocked by parked 
vehicles, you have to wait for oncoming traffic to clear the gap first; not so Mr Smidsy.  This 
time he couldn't pretend he didn't see us as he came head-on at us but, on realising we didn't 
want to play chicken too, he pushed my bike wheel with his bumper to get us out of his way 
with a sarcastic comment thrown in when we were forced to concede he had a bigger lump of 
metal.  Perhaps he is even reading this in the campsite with feet up on his bumper! 
 There is only one solution to such ignorance and arrogance!   You guessed it - we have to get 
more folk out of their 4 wheelers and onto 2 wheelers.  Mr and Mrs Smidsy will certainly see 
us if there are that many - surely! 
Dilys Gartside   -  Media Spokesperson 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Multistorey cycle park in Amsterdam … 
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Following Shirley's article about her experience with Boris Bikes, members might find the 
following amusing (Independent 4th October 2011): 
MUGGERS TAKE BORIS BIKES FOR AN EASY GETAWAY 
 
They're the perfect getaway vehicle: conveniently placed on every street corner and free for 
the first half hour of any escape. But the Mayor of London will be dismayed to discover his 
namesake Boris bikes have been used in a number of muggings. Data obtained by the BBC 
from the Metropolitan Police reveals that this summer at least three robberies have been 
carried out by thieves riding the distinctive blue bicycles. One July evening saw two separate 
thefts in central London. Both times an iPhone was taken from an otherwise unharmed 
victim. A third incident occurred in May when a gang of six men on Boris bikes surrounded 
the victim in Maida Vale. The gang stole his Blackberry mobile phone, wallet and Oyster card. 
Although handy, the bikes have drawbacks when it comes to illegal usage. Every rental is 
linked to a credit or debit card, with journey details stored by Transport for London. Equally, 
individual bicycles can be easily identified by a five-digit number on the frame. Experts were 
dismissive of their suitability for a quick escape. "They're one of the heaviest bicycles you can 
imagine riding", Simon England of The London Cycle Workshop , said. "I suppose they 
might help you blend into the crowds quickly in central London - just at the speed of a 
pedestrian".  
A spokesman for Transport for London said: "The vast majority of customers look after and 
use the bikes for their intended purpose".    Lindsi Bluemel 

 
TOO MANY LIGHTS 

I have often sat at the lights wondering why there are so many different 
sets of lights. Often, on the island to my right, stand two sets. Why does 
the highway authority put two sets of lights where one might do? Is 
there a law that says they must? Well, apparently not. 
Approaching a junction controlled by traffic lights a driver must see two 
sets of lights. That is the basic requirement. One set of lights must be 
directly the other side of the stop line – this is known as the primary 
signal and is usually placed on the left side. Where to put the other set of 
lights? Well one may place the second set of lights on the right side – 

perhaps on an island. This light is known as the second primary light. On the other hand one 
may place the second set of lights on the other side of the junction – usually on the right side. 
This light is known as a secondary light. It is permitted to have this light before the junction 
where it is known as a closely associated secondary light. Nowhere have I found a document 
that says that one must a have one primary traffic light and one secondary light and one 
second primary light. 
I am told that closely associated secondary lights, although not required in law, are erected to 
help drivers who fail to stop in behind the stop line. But surely not bringing a car to a halt 
before the stop line is a capital offence? I usually manage to stop so that I may see the stop 
line itself. 
It is not worth taking them away but it cannot help but save money if theY stop putting three 
sets of lights up where two will do. 
Andrew Davis, ETA 
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NEW CYCLE ROUTES IN EASTLEIGH BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 
New cycle routes opened in last few weeks are:- 
 
North end of Stoneham Lane and west end of Chestnut Avenue, Eastleigh. 
This completes the missing link in the cycle route between  Stoneham Lane and Valley Park 
and North Baddesley , at north end of Stoneham Lane the new shared foot/cycle route 
extends westwards past Cricketers Inn up the  hill, avoiding having to cycle on the 
carriageway up the hill along this busy road. It will further assist people cycling to the office 
premises and industrial estates in Chandlers Ford area from eastern Southampton/West 
End/Hedge `End etc , as well as  a much better route for recreational cycling than being on 
the carriageway. 
 
NCN 2 Abbey Hill 
The off road section of NCN 2 from southern end of Weston Shore to east end of Abbey 
Hill was completed on Friday  14th October. 
This lovely new route has received many accolades from passing walkers and cyclists who 
have used it before it was even fully completed, it provides a pleasant off carriageway 
alternative to cycling on the confined Abbey Hill carriageway. 
 
Boyatt Wood cycle routes 
The existing footpath from Shakespeare Road all the way northwards to Twyford Road has 
been altered to become a shared use foot/cycle route  
 
So if   you possess a copy of the EBC Cycle Map, please alter the colour of above routes 
from brown proposed routes to red routes . 
 
Eric Reed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOUTHAMPTON SKYRIDE August 14th 
 
So popular, even dogs joined in! 
What a difference if all those people joined the 
Campaign … 
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SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL? 
 
Can we really encourage children to travel in a healthy way when there are dangerous roads to 
cross on the way?  Southampton has improved some things for cyclists, pedestrians and bus 
users over the years.  But I am despairing over a "missing link" that I have requested 
repeatedly for over ten years.  The route from the university and Cantell school into town is 
such a busy pedestrian and cycling route and it still has a section that is not signed properly, 
has bad surfaces and has two horrible roads to cross.   
 
It looks as though there won't be an upgrade for The Avenue (the A33) next to The Common 
for many, many years, so I strongly feel that the council should not keep delaying 
improvements for pedestrians, bus users and cyclists.  It is government policy that children 
should cycle or walk to school, but a lack of crossings in suitable places puts their parents off. 
 
Personally I would like a crossing just north of the Cowherds, and clear signs showing what 
cyclists and pedestrians are meant to do between Highfield Rd and The Avenue Church.  
Ideally, I'd also like safe crossings over Winn and Westwood Roads, and an improved surface 
between these two roads.  There has also been much talk about a 30mph limit from the 
Chilworth Roundabout down The Avenue - a residential road.  The fact that it is a main 
arterial route into the city is no excuse, as other major routes - Bitterne Rd East, Bursledon 
Rd, Winchester Rd - have a 30 mph limit. 
 
For those that don't know the area, at the moment, the cycle route heading south has one 
shared-use sign when Highfield Rd turns onto The Avenue.  If you approach from 
Oakmount Ave, there is a worn out sign that used to say that it is a cycle path.  (Turning right 
here to get to the bus stop, you have to cross The Avenue without even bollards to help, to 
get to the heading-north bus stop, so bollards here would be good, and might slow traffic 
too?  The underpass is near here, but not that near, and it is frequently flooded and was very, 
very dangerous in the icy weather.)  Then the route south continues on an unlit section, so I 
have repeatedly requested signs showing pedestrians and cyclists that they can go down 
Westbourne Crescent as an easy well-lit detour.  Then, the route opens out opposite the 
Cowherds pub.  I strongly feel a crossing is needed here, for access to the play area, the 
Common pool, the bus stop, the Hawthorns centre, and to slow the traffic.  Heading to town, 
this would give a safer route as only Northlands road would need to be crossed.  On the 
existing route, people have to then risk crossing Winn and Westwood roads.  If you move 
away from The Avenue junction to cross these roads, then there are parked cars, a bend in the 
road, and lack of slopes.  Once you've negotiated this, the cycle route is clearly marked again 
on the wide pavement. 
 
I hope that when my daughter starts secondary school in a few days, she can be in the 
majority, not the minority, when she cycles or walks. 
 
Lyn Brayshaw 
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BIKE WORK PLUG 
My tandem has needed work doing on it for while and at last we found someone who happily 
did it for a cheap price and easy collection - so if you are stuck for someone to fix your bike I 
recommend Tim Baker of RideRide: 
timbaker@rideride.co.uk 023 8070 2232 / 07588 534740, Rrideride Cycle Workshop,Solent 
Business Centre, Millbrook Road West, Southampton, SO15 0HW www.rideride.co.uk 
Lyn Brayshaw 

 
CONTACTS 
 
Chairperson Mike Charlton mike_charlton1@btinternet.com 
 
Membership Secretaries Barry & Sue Colborne 39 Swift Road, Woolston, 
Southampton, SO19 9FP suecolborne@btopenworld.com 
 
Newsletter Editor Angela Cotton, 8 Summerfield Gardens, Bassett Green, 
SO16 3DR e-mail: greenangel@phonecoop.coop 
 
SCC Website www.southamptoncyclingcampaign.org.uk 
 

 
DISCOUNT IN BIKE SHOPS 
 
Don't forget to use your 10% discount, available in most local bike shops.  Even more 
importantly, persuade friends, family and colleagues who are looking to buy a new bike to 
join the Campaign first, as they will save themselves some money and benefit us at the 
same time. 
 

 
 

Membership application  
Join us and help make a difference! 

Name              
Address             
Telephone             
Email              
Annual fee (please circle)  £10 Waged / £5 Unwaged 
Return this form with your fee to SCC Membership Secretary,  
39 Swift Road, Woolston, Southampton, SO19 9FP 
Cheques payable to Southampton Cycling Campaign, please.  

 


