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Southampton Cycling Campaign 
Newsletter

December 2010

Welcome to this bumper December issue – many thanks everyone for your contributions!

In this issue we have notice of the December meeting and winter rides, along with news and updates on various roads and paths around Southampton and the meeting with Cllr Dean. In addition we have articles on the return of the American cycling musicians Pleasant Revolution (p8), cycle training (p9), cycle-friendly hostelries (p10), the world’s first cycle lift (p11), and even a bike for sale (p.12). Check out the website for news of the Christmas social: www.southamptoncyclingcampaign.org.uk or contact Lindsi.
Copy deadline for February issue: 20 Jan please.

Angela
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
13th December 7.30pm Campaign Meeting, Friends Meeting House, Ordnance Rd
December, date TBA – Christmas Social – see website for details
10th January 7.30pm Campaign Meeting, Friends Meeting House, Ordnance Rd

14th February 7.30pm Campaign Meeting, Friends Meeting House, Ordnance Rd
DECEMBER MEETING

At the next Campaign meeting on December 13th, Dale Bostock (Cycling Officer) and Paul Walker (Transport Planner) will be talking about the role of cycling in LTP(Local Transport Plan)3. Please come along if you have an interest in the future of cycling in Southampton - and I'm assuming you do if you are a Campaign member (or simply reading this newsletter), as your views matter!

CHRISTMAS SOCIAL

Later in December we will have a Christmas social with a Cycling Quiz - for details look at the website or contact Lindsi Bluemel on 023 8033 2926
WINTER RIDES

Following the very successful Skyrides, which finished at the end of October, Southampton Cycling Campaign has decided to offer monthly rides for members of the public, led initially by Dilys Gartside and myself. The rides will take place on Sunday mornings, starting at 10 am and finishing around 1 pm and there will always be a coffee and cake stop. In addition we will often stop at a place of interest , which for the first ride on 21st November was Bursledon Windmill . Rides will be between 10 and 20 miles and will include some off-road paths and bridleways, so racing bikes are not recommended. There will be a small charge (£3) to cover insurance and admin costs; Campaign members free. 
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Suggestions for places to visit which are either free or inexpensive and good routes would be well received, as would offers of assistance from members who would like to be ride leaders in the future.  

The next ride, to Itchen Valley Country Park, will take place on 12th December, starting at the Peace Fountain in Andrews' Park at 10 am.

Lindsi Bluemel

SOTON CYCLINC CAMPAIGN MEMBERS MEET CLLR DEAN

On October 5th three members of Southampton Cycling Campaign met with Cllr Dean (Transport and Environment) to discuss issues of concern. Cllr Dean fully supports cycling and said it would have an increasingly important role as Southampton's planned population increase would be achieved with no additional journeys by car.  His main concern was for the commuting cyclist rather than the leisure/fitness cyclist and he wanted to see more cycle lanes rather than shared use paths.

We expressed our concern that cyclists were not involved at the start of the planning process and therefore cycle unfriendly infrastructure was still appearing on Southampton's roads (buildouts in Winchester Road and speed humps with no cycle bypass in Woolston). Cllr Dean said he would endeavour to make sure we were consulted in the future and he suggested a regular meeting to assess progress, which we agreed would be helpful.

If you would like to come to the next meeting, to be held at  2pm on Tuesday 1st February at the Civic Centre, please let me know.

Lindsi Bluemel
GUILDHALL SQUARE AND WEST MARLANDS ROAD

Some years ago the then Cycling Officer came to a Campaign meeting with the plans for Guildhall Square and West Marlands Road and we were pleased to hear that, while motor vehicles were to be restricted, cyclists and pedestrians would have free movement throughout the extended square.  We were, therefore, dismayed to see One Way signs go up at the south end of West Marlands Road several months ago, with no exception for cyclists. However, having made further enquiries, we have ascertained that cycling is permitted in Guildhall Square, leaving only short sections of West Marlands Road at either end with One Way restrictions (I believe the plans are for restricted hours of use as well). This should not present too much of a problem for cyclists as the Civic Centre can be accessed (travelling from the north) by using Above Bar and Gibbs Road or cycling diagonally across the square. 

Lindsi Bluemel
CIVIC CENTRE ROAD/ABOVE BAR JUNCTION

Some time ago Southampton Cycling Campaign received notification of a Traffic Order which would close Above Bar (between Commercial Road and Civic Centre Road) on Friday and Saturday evenings to all vehicles. Buses were to be redirected and exempted from the No Right Turn prohibition at the Civic Centre Road/Above Bar junction (southwards).  Southampton Cycling Campaign objected to the Order, saying that cyclists might need to use the upper section of Above Bar on Friday and Saturday evenings and the order was amended to allow this. We also requested that cyclists should be allowed to turn right from Civic Centre Road into Above Bar along with buses but this was refused. Strange, I thought, surely if buses can turn right here cyclists can as well? I decided to investigate further.

The definitive answer, from Mrs Thomas of the Highways Department, is that, while buses can turn in almost any direction at this junction, cyclists are restricted in the movements they can legally make.  The signs saying No Right Turn Except Buses and No Right Turn Except Buses and Taxis do prohibit cyclists from turning right. Most cyclists are under the mistaken impression that they can go wherever buses can, as I was until recently.

I would be interested to know what members think about the restrictions on cyclists' movements at this junction. Do you think cyclists should have the same freedom of movement as buses and taxis? Or do you think that the likelihood of being prosecuted for making an illegal turn is so small that we should ignore the signs and carry on turning right as usual?

Lindsi Bluemel
IMPROVEMENTS FOR CYCLISTS AT CENTRAL STATION

Aware that a £3.5 million programme of improvements to the south side of Central Station was planned, Southampton Cycling Campaign contacted Dale Bostock, Cycling Officer, to see if improvements could be made for cyclists, including the dual carriageway from the south side of the station to the Civic Centre (Western Esplanade) and the footbridge cycle facility.  Apparently the footbridge facility was improved recently, a fact I was unaware of as it is not a route I use; if members do use the footbridge, feedback would be helpful. Unfortunately, the station upgrade plans do not include access improvements for cyclists, but we have been told that it would be possible to widen the footpath from the toucan crossing to the station entrance to allow shared use.  I think this would be helpful, as many cyclists already enter the station forecourt using the footpath or via the exit.  

Nick Farthing from Sustrans has suggested that, as there is already a good route for cyclists to West Quay and on to the Bargate, and improvements for cyclists on Western Esplanade would be difficult and costly, it would be better to open discussions on the possibility of allowing cyclists to use Kingsbridge Lane, which is currently pedestrian only. Campaign secretary Eric Reed says that this would be difficult as the restriction is the result of bad behaviour by cyclists using this path in the past, but perhaps widening the path and designating a section for cyclists would work.  I am not sure what the solution is here, and welcome members views on this, or any other aspect of the station upgrade affecting cyclists.
Lindsi Bluemel

COBDEN BRIDGE IMPROVEMENTS

Crossing River Itchen’s bridges has been a problem for cyclists for a long time and, while Cobden Bridge itself isn’t too much trouble, the south side parking can be threatening particularly after dark when one or two cars cause an unexpected obstruction. However the main problem with Cobden Bridge comes once you have crossed to the Triangle end and wish to continue via the recommended cycle route on Whitworth Cres and are confronted with the need to cross the right hand lane of following traffic while hill climbing often from stationary lights, only to be faced by oncoming traffic in a central lane waiting to turn across you and nowhere to wait yourself.  At our meeting in October, the Council’s cycling officer produced two sets of commissioned plans and advised that they were looking to incorporate the best bits of both into a revised layout of the Bridge  by removing all parking on the Bridge and installing a mandatory cycle lane either side.  However members present did not feel that this would address the real problems facing cyclists so later that evening I prepared the rough sketch shown below of an alternative scheme which would assist cyclists and this was approved by members present and sent to Council officers for consideration.

We would welcome suggestions and comments on the sketch plan from all cyclists having experience of using the bridge and junctions so that we can get it right at this one opportunity

Dilys Gartside cyclewise@aol.com
[image: image3.jpg]CARRIAGEWAY

| 5m (approx) |

FOOTWAY



 
GOLF COURSE PATH

This path runs from the Municipal Golf Course at the end of Golf Course Road in Bassett northwards to join Hadrian Way in Chilworth. It is at present classed as a footpath, but is well used by cyclists. Readers may remember that South Hants CTC and Southampton Cycling Campaign are collecting evidence of use from cyclists in the hope of getting the path upgraded.

Southampton City Council put this route on their cycle maps many years ago as a possible future route, but are reluctant to lift a prohibition of cycling order because of possible conflict between cyclists and pedestrians.

If you use this route, then we ask you to do two things: First, fill in a Hants County Council evidence of use form (ring 023 80 49 65 for a copy) and second, behave with excessive politeness to any pedestrians you may meet on the path, particularly in the narrow section where it may be necessary to stop to allow people to pass.

John Heath
WINCHESTER ROAD PINCH-POINT

A light controlled crossing has been installed in Winchester Road at Red Lodge. 

Unfortunately it has build-outs which create a pinch-point, while the recently painted on-road cycle lane stops short of the crossing. The result is that fast moving traffic squeezes past cyclists at the crossing, even in the face of oncoming traffic.

A possible solution exists; in fact, an example is already in place in Inner Avenue, where southbound cyclists are provided with ramps which allow them to mount the pavement, pass behind the crossing and regain the road safely the other side. Below are rough plans of the entry and exit to the by-pass.

John Heath
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ITCHEN BRIDGE – NO CYCLING ON THIS CYCLE ROUTE?
In August while leading large groups of Sky Riders across it we noticed that, in addition to advisory no-cycling boards above Itchen Bridge’s pavements, the Council had erected an enforceable no-cycling lighted sign just metres from the NCN23 one which directs cyclists along the very same underpass.  Several emails and weeks later, the sign remained in situ so Lindsi and I contacted the Echo with a photo showing the conflicting signs.  The article appeared at the end of September but, despite assurances that the sign was an error and would be removed, another two months have passed on but the sign has not!  I have been invited to a meeting with the Council’s Parking Officer (whose involvement remains a mystery) and its Cycling Officer Dale in the hope that all will be resolved shortly.  
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Earlier in August, I was invited by Radio Solent to do a live broadcast from the Bridge in response to angered pedestrians fed up with pavement cyclists threatening their sense of safety.  Presently of course lack of dropped kerbs make access to and egress from the on-road cycle lanes dangerous and difficult which encourages some cyclists to stay on the pavement.  Perhaps the main issue though is that motorists will NOT adhere to the 30 speed limit but pass an on-road cyclist with just inches to spare at speeds in excess of 50mph which, even for a skilled cyclist, is shocking.  I suggested to the Council that the bridge's width is adequate to provide a segregated 2.5m two directional cycle lane say on the north side  leaving a dedicated footpath on the south side only and without reducing motor traffic lane width but making them pass closer and thus slowing speeds. 

We are told that the Bridge is shortly due a facelift and we would welcome constructive suggestions for making best use of the space from our members and members of the public alike.

Dilys Gartside
PLEASANT REVOLUTION – CYCLING MUSICIANS
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Pleasant Revolution, the cycling American musicians, returned to Southampton in November after spending 5 months playing Bike Music Festivals in Europe. Hosted by members of Southampton Cycling Campaign and Transition Southampton, they played a 2 hour concert to more than 100 people in Central Baptist Church, with volunteers from the audience helping to generate the power for the show by pedalling static bikes on the stage. Having been in Bristol prior to coming to Southampton, the train journey down proved to be a challenge due to there only being 2 bike spaces, so it took the group more than 24 hours to get everyone down! The cello was accidentally left on one train so had to be chased to Fareham and the guitarist arrived just in time to play the last few songs!
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The following day they left to sail back to New York on the Queen Mary 2 again. However, the guitarist had managed to leave his passport in Bristol, so was refused permission to board. However, he was soon accommodated and became guest of honour at that evening's Transition Transport meeting. By the end of the evening he was adopted as a local and had no plans to go back to the USA!

Thanks to everyone who helped make this concert such a special evening. For more info on Transition go to www.transitionsouthampton.org 
Cara Sandys

CYCLE TRAINING  FOR  ALL???

Should Cycle Training be made a legal requirement for all who wish to cycle on British roads? Just to whisper the idea is enough to give you serious earache, as a whole horde of irate free-wheelers immediately scream their horrified defiance of such an idea, including amongst them most professional Cycle Trainers, who you might think would be in favour of gathering a few more clients.

It is probably inevitable that freedom-loving Brits will raise strenuous opposition to any proposed restriction of their Unfettered Right to Roam (do you remember the fuss they made about crash helmets being made compulsory for motorbike riders?  Does anyone still consider that to be an unreasonable restriction on the Liberty of the Free Rider?) However, it is my increasing daily concern as I cycle the streets of our city, that as cycling becomes more popular there is an increasing problem posed by Unsafe Cycling.

We all take it for granted that it is sensible and desirable for drivers of motor vehicles to have a strenuous and rigorous program of training and testing before they are licensed to be let loose on our roads.  And yet we allow anybody of any age to hop onto two wheels of pedal power and immediately wobble off down the same roads in any direction they wish, without any kind of instruction or advice whatever. Where is the logic in this?

I am sure that we are all pleased that as concern for personal health increases, as the recession bites, and a Green lifestyle becomes more popular, that we can see many more folk out on bikes, getting to school, work, shops, or just having fun and keeping healthy.  But should we be more concerned as the incidence of dangerous and unsafe cycling increases? We have all seen examples of bad and mad cycling that raises the blood pressure of even the most level-headed of motorists. Darting across a junction with the traffic lights on red. Riding on the wrong side of the road at night with no lights. Weaving about on pavements, upsetting elderly pedestrians. Carrier bags swinging madly from handlebars. Swerving in and out of traffic lanes without looking or signalling. Cycling fast through traffic no-handed, while talking on a mobile phone. Cool, or suicidal?  

People who do not obey the rules of the road and cycle dangerously are posing a serious risk to themselves and others. That is a risk which we would not tolerate from a motor driver. And they are giving a very Bad Name to those of us who do try to cycle responsibly. The Freedom Fighters will probably say it is impractical to impose a training restriction on cyclists, even if the government decided it would be a Good Thing. Certainly I agree such a project would not be achieved overnight, and is probably never going to be completely enforceable. So may I suggest a good old British compromise?

Make Training optional, but desirable! Link it to cycle insurance, and also to Police prosecution. Introduce reduced premiums for experienced, trained cyclists, with a clean record. Give police powers to confiscate bikes where folks are seen to be flagrantly breaking the law, and impose a fine or penalty points on a record. Have the option of taking training instead of a fine or penalty points, as currently offered to motoring offenders. (Impose heavier penalties for people who have not bothered to take out insurance).
How about that? The Freedom Fighters can still wobble about without restriction. But if they break the law or cause an accident due to ignorance, then they deserve to have the book thrown at them. And those who take sensible precautions and make thorough preparations would be rewarded with financial benefits as well as a healthy lifestyle.

Chris Watts
CYCLE FRIENDLY HOSTELRIES
Following the recent stories (verified as I know the cyclists and walkers involved) that groups of cyclists and ramblers were made unwelcome as being 'smelly' or 'unsightly' by The Lamb Inn Nomansland, plus a similar experience ourselves at a pre-arranged lunch venue The Ginger Piggery in the Wylye Valley  Salisbury where we were told to move our bikes as they were unsightly (not obstructing or likely to be touched by anyone), has inspired members of Southampton Cycling Campaign to start an online Guide to Cyclist Friendly Hostelries.  One such pub which happens to be nearby the offending establishment is The Cuckoo pub at Hamptworth, Nomansland so, to miscoin a well known phrase,  'A bird in the hand indoors is worth two in the lamb outdoors'.

Look at www.southamptoncyclingcampaign.org.uk for a growing list of those places where you will be made welcome if you arrive on a bike.  Please tell us of your experiences both good and bad so we can update our lists regularly.

 

Dilys Gartside, Media Coordinator, Soton Cycling Campaign.
GIVE YOUR BIKE A POP-UP BASKET FOR XMAS
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The bicycle basket is as practical an accessory as a pair of full-length mudguards, but just as unlikely to be fitted by the average cyclist. Enter the pop-up basket.
According to the website, the Pop-Up Bicycle Basket is designed to fit most bicycles, ship flat and be installed in either the front or rear of any bicycle. The baskets unique design and sturdy construction are fit for urban cycling and carrying purses, backpacks or shopping bags. 

http://mioculture.com/store/pc/viewPrd.asp?idcategory=7&idproduct=44
CYCLE LIFT (TRAMPE) FROM NORWAY
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The Norwegian Trampe bicycle lift is the first bicycle lift in the world. The prototype was built in 1993 in Trondheim. The lift can transport a maximum of 300 cyclists per hour and five cyclists can take the lift simultaneously. One person can enter the lift every 12 seconds (5 per minute). Speed: 2m/s (7.4km/h). Length: 130m...

I can think of a few streets in Southampton where one of these would be a real help!


Type “Bicycle lift” in a search engine, or

Download a leaflet at this address =      http://trampe.no/downloads/pamphlet.pdf
Watch a video at =





  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JtB8DX70ihM
Chris Watts

A 20 MPH LIMIT TO IMPROVE YOUR STREET  

If you’d rather live on a safer, more neighbourly street, spend a minute on Sustrans’ Quality Streets site, and send an automatic email to your local councillor’s inbox asking for more 20mph zones. http://www.quality-streets.org.uk/?dm_i=6EB,AEU7,N11JT,SIH3,1
Dilys Gartside

CONTACTS

Chairperson vacant 

Membership Secretaries
Barry & Sue Colborne 39 Swift Road, Woolston, Southampton, SO19 9FP. 
Newsletter Editor Angela Cotton, 8 Summerfield Gardens, Bassett Green, SO16 3DR e-mail: angela.cotton@suht.swest.nhs.uk

SCC Website www.southamptoncyclingcampaign.org.uk
DISCOUNT IN BIKE SHOPS

Don't forget to use your 10% discount, available in most local bike shops.  Even more importantly, persuade friends, family and colleagues who are looking to buy a new bike to join the Campaign first, as they will save themselves some money and benefit us at the same time.



Membership application


Join us and help make a difference!

Name 












Address 











Telephone 











Email 












Annual fee (please circle)

£10 Waged / £5 Unwaged

Return this form with your fee to SCC Membership Secretary, 

39 Swift Road, Woolston, Southampton, SO19 9FP

Cheques payable to Southampton Cycling Campaign, please. 












































































FOR SALE


Sportive/light tourer, 54 cm Reynolds 520 butted frame, Ultegra groupset. 8 years (15,000 km) old. £250. Soton 80496507
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